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Todays topcis

✓ Points of departure

✓ Polarization vs professionalisation debate

✓ Vicious circles of segregation approach

✓ Global trends in residential segregation

✓ A look forward



POINTS OF DEPARTURE



Paradigm change in research on 

segregation

Charles Booth and Chicago 

school of urban researchers

layed the foundations for

segregation studies, focussing on 

residential neighbourhoods

Source: London School of Economics and Political Science

Charles Booth poverty maps of London (1886-1903)
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Micro
level

Individuals and 
households

Meso level
Companies, schools, 

amenities, etc

Macro level
Housing, labour market, 
educational, etc policies

External
drivers

Globalisation, climate
change, digital transition

and so on

Constant interaction and dynamic
relations between them
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Paradigm change in research on 

segregation

Other activity

places
Workplaces

Charles Booth and Chicago 

school of urban researchers

layed the foundations for

segregation studies, focussing on 

residential neighbourhoods

Vicious circles of segregation

approach: segregation in acitivity

places centres around homes

with segregation in activity

places being related

to each other
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POLARISATION VS

PROFESSIONALISATION DEBATE



social polarisation thesis
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First takeaway message:

Professionalisation of the urban workforce

is a global megatrend
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VICIOUS CIRCLES OF SEGREGATION 

APPROACH
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income

Preferences

and homophily

Other

factors

Segregation as a group-level phenomenon occurs as a result of 

individual-level sorting into diferent activity places

shaped by contextual factors
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Vicious cricles of segregation

arise because of selection and contextual effects
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Time:

High-income / majority

neighbourhood

Low-income / minority

neighbourhood

Daily mobility of the residents of the two 

neighbourhoods of Tallinn

Animation by Anto Aasa:

Ethnicity
EST

RUS

aasa.ut.ee/tmp/ethn_fst.mp4

Silm, S, Tominga, A, Saidla, K, Poom, A, Tammaru, T 2024. Socio-economic and residential 

differences in urban modality styles based on a long-term smartphone experiment. Journal of 

Transport Geography 115, 103810

http://aasa.ut.ee/tmp/ethn_fst.mp4
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Minority

neighbourhood

Daily activity spaces and long-term segregation

patterns are strongly linked

Majority school

Time

Childhood Adulthood

Minority school

Minority

neighbourhood

Minority

neighbourhood

Kalm, k., Knapp, D., Kährik, A., Leetmaa, K., Tammaru T. 2024. 

Minorities moving out from minority-rich neighbourhoods: Does school ethnic

context matter in inter-generational residential desegregation? 

European Sociological Review 40:2, 208–225.



From this perspective: 

What about 15 Minute City?

Special issue: Segregation and mobility ― Understanding the nexus between 
inequality, segregation and sustainable urban mobility

Edited by
Tiit Tammaru, Andres Sevtshuk, Siiri Silm, Frank Witlox



Second takeaway message:

Urban inequalities continue to be shaped by 

residential segregation



GLOBAL DYNAMICS OF RESIDENTIAL 

SEGREGATION
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Third takeaway message:

No clear evidence for a continued increase

in residential segregation



A LOOK FORWARD



(1) Digital transition and changing patterns

of residential mobility

segregationcircles.eu
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Net migration rate per 1000 inhabitants

Net migration of teleworkers by 

settlement type, Estonia
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(2) Green transition, housing and mobility

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY ener.ee
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Eco-social paradox
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Third takeaway message:

Residualisation of residential segregation

needs attention



✓ Professionalisation of the urban workforce is a global

megatrend

✓ Urban inequalities continue to be shaped by residential 

segregation

✓ No clear evidence for a continued increase in residential

segregation

✓ Residualisation of residential segregation needs attention

Key takeaway message:
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