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The EU aims to:

Renovate 35 million 
buildings by 2030
at least double the annual rate of 
energy renovations

Improve energy 
efficiency
a 60% reduction in building-related 
emissions by 2030

Combat energy 
poverty
With around 40 million Europeans 
unable to afford adequate heating, 
the initiative seeks to reduce 
energy bills and improve living 
conditions, especially for 
vulnerable populations

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
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Renovation wave as a co-production challenge

• The renovation wave is fundamentally based on the ability of residents to self-
organize and develop constructive co-production relationships with the public 
and private sector stakeholders.

• As the pressure to renovate amounts, the conflict between the ‘forced’ 
transition and self-efficacy of homeowners becomes increasingly evident.

• The ability to empower vulnerable groups is key both socially and politically.

• Yet, mass-renovation is too often approached as a top-down, ‘rationalized’ 
transition policy challenge where the lived experience of people gets ignored



Visualisation of closed-box and open-box 
conceptualisations of households in sustainability 

transitions 
(Rob Raven et al., 2021, Environmental Innovation and Societal 

Transitions, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eist.2025.100987).
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Thank you!
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