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Takeaway messages

ü Home locations and linked lives of household members is the 
key for understanding urban inequality and  mobility

ü By limiting mobility in residentially segregated cities, the 15-
Minute City extends residential segregation into the full activity 
space

ü The main spatial outcome of digital transition induced remote 
work arrangments is intensified suburbanisation 
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Linked lives: Daily trips from the 
household perspective

Housing lies at the heart of urban 
inequalitie and mobility

It determines 
where people can 
afford to live

It determines 
access to urban 

opportunities
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Changes in segregation between higher and lower 
occupational groups, 2001 and 2011
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Changes in segregation between higher and lower 
occupational groups, 2011 and 2021
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Changes in segregation between higher and lower 
occupational groups, 2001 and 2021
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LQs of higher 
occupational groups

LQs of lower 
occupational groups

Changes in the geographies of segregation:
 Helsinki
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Changes in the geographies of segregation:
 Prague

LQs of higher 
occupational groups

LQs of lower 
occupational groups



What happens when we apply 
the 15-Minute City to a segregated city 

Housing and neighbourhoods

Schools and education

Work and labour market
Vicious circles 

of 
segregation 
perspective



Residential segregation by occupational 
status and mother tongue in Tallinn
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Previous debates on neighbourhood 
based planning

Perry, C. 1929 The Neighbourhood Unit. Reprinted Routledge/Thoemmes, 
London, 1998.

ü Self-organized communities

ü Closely tied with mobility planning

ü Schools in the middle to secure safe active 
mobility of children



Critique of neighbourhood based 
planning



Refinement 
of the idea

ABC Centres

A = Arbete (work/jobs) *

B = Bostad (housing) 

C = Centrum (centre/services)

* Most difficult to achieve



Digital transition 
and remote work 

intensify 
suburbanisation: 

Donut effect

ü Multilocality

ü Suburb-City commuting

ü 15-Minute Cities in suburbs



Takeaway messages

ü Home locations and linked lives of household members is the 
key for understanding urban inequality and  mobility

ü By limiting mobility in residentially segregated cities, the 15-
Minute City extends residential segregation into the full activity 
space

ü The main spatial imprint of digital transition induced remote 
work arrangments is intensified suburbanisation 
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Segregation and mobility -
Understanding the nexus between 

inequality, segregation and 
sustainable urban mobility

Tiit Tammaru
Andres Sevtuk, 

Frank Witlox

Recent collaborative work

segregationlab.com
segregationcircles.eu 


